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SUBJECT: GOWON VISIT TO LONDON 

REF: LONDON 7092 

SUMMARY: NIGERIAN REACTION TO GOWON' S VISIT WAS FAVORABLE. 
TALKS BETWEEN ARIKPO AND HOME WERE CORDIAL WITH BOTH SIDES 
REITERATING BASIC POSITIONS. END SUMMARY. 

1, NIGERIAN REACTION TO GOWON STATE VISIT TO UK HAS 

BEEN OVERWHELMINGLY FAVORABLE. VISIT HAS BEEN DESCRIBED 
AS " TREMENDOUS" SUCCESS FOR NIGERIA AND AFRICA. AND 
PRESS REACTION TO GOWON’ S PERFORMANCE AS STATESMAN AND 
DIPLOMAT HAS BEEN MORE THAN LAUDATORY. 

2. GOWN HIMSELF HAS DESCRIBED HIS TRIP " AS A GREAT 
SUCCESS IN ALL RESPECTS." AT HIS RETURN TO A 
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TUMULTUOUS WELCOME IN LAGOS, GOWON STATED VISIT 
OFFERED OPPORTUNITY ESTABLISH COMMUNICATION WITH HMG 
AND HE EXPRESSED HOPE THIS WOULD PROMOTE GREATER UNDER- 
STANDING BETWEEN PEOPLE OF AFRICA AND BRITAIN. GOWON 
DESCRIBED HIS TALKS WITH HEATH AS USEFUL WHICH WOULD 
HELP ACHIEVE BETTER RELATIONS BETWEEN BOTH COUNTRIES. 

TURNING TO SURVIVAL OF COMMONWEALTH, HE SAID THIS 
DEPENDENT ON DEDICATION OF TIS MEMBERS AND NIGERIA 
WOULD CONTINUE TO DO ITS BEST TO ENSURE ITS SURVAL. 

GOWON FURTHER STATED THAT AN INVITATION HAD BEEN 
EXTENDED TO THE QUEEN TO MAKE A STATE VISIT TO NIGERIA. 

QUEEN PURPORTEDLY INDICATED HER DESIRE TO VISIT NIGERIA 
AGAIN. 

3. WESTERN STATE GOVERNOR LLUWOLE ROTIMI, WHO ACCOMPANIED 
GOWON, REPORTEDLY TOLD DEPUTY UK HIGH COMMISSIONER THAT 
SUCCESSFUL OUTCOME GOWON' S TRIP TO UK CONFOUNDED 
GOWON' S WORST CRITICS WHO HAD NOT FAVORED TRIP. HE 

SAID THAT GOWON BELIEVED THAT AFRICA AND EUROPE CAN 

AND MUST COOPERATE TO THEIR MUTUAL BENEFIT UNDER 
ARRANGEMENTS THAT WOULD GUARANTEE REESPECT FOR DIGNITY 
OF MAN AND SOVEREIGNTY AND TERRITORIAL INTERGRITY OF 
ALL NATIONS. 

4. UK HICOM AGREES VISIT WENT OFF WELL AND REPORTS ARIKPO- 
HOME TALKS WERE HELD IN AMICABLE ATMOSPHERE. BOTH SIDES 
REITERATED THEIR BASIC POSITIONS ON SOUTHERN AFRICA. 

ARIKPO SAID UNSYG- SAG TALKS ON NAMIBIA WERE OF NO VALUE AND 
WOULD ACHIEVE NOTHING. HOME SAID THEY WERE USEFUL AND 
URGED THEIR CONTINUATION. RE SR, HOME EXPRESSED FAVOR 

OF TALKS TAKING PLACE BETWEEN LOCAL BLACK LEADERSHIP AND 
SMITH REGIME WHILE ARIKPO REPEATED WELL- KNOWN AF 
POSITION. ARIKPO ALSO NOTED THAT RECENT OAU MEETING 
WITNESSED FOR FIRST TIME MORE VOCAL ATTACKS BY MOST OF 
FRANCOPHONE AFS AGAINST FRENCH POLICY IN SOUTHERN 
AFRICA. 

5. COMMENT: GOWON VISIT CAPS OFF ACTIVE POLICY PURSUED BY UK SINCE 
PEARCE REPORT REJECTION WHICH REMOVED IMMEDIATE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
PAGE 03 LAGOS 05148 251854 Z 

OBSTACLE TO CLOSER UK- NIGERIAN REALTIONS. ALL OUTWARD 
APPEARANCES OF GOWON VISIT INDICATE FMG PLEASED 
WITH WAY IT WENT. 

EXEMPT. 

REINHARDT 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNNNMAFVVZCZ 


*** Current Handling Restrictions *** n/a 

*** Current Classification *** LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Concepts: 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 25 JUN 1973 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: garlanwa 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973LAGOS05148 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: n/a 

Errors: n/a 

Film Number: n/a 

From: LAGOS 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t19730627/aaaajlxr.tel 

Line Count: 118 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 73 LONDON 7092 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: garlanwa 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 08 JAN 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <08-Jan-2002 by shawdg>; APPROVED <28-Jan-2002 by garlanwa> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 

Status: <DBA CORRECTED> srp 980223 
Subject: GOWON VISIT TO LONDON 
TAGS: ETRD, OVIP, PFOR, Nl, UK 
To: AF 

SECSTATE WASHDC INFO ABIDJAN 

ACCRA 

ADDIS ABABA 

MULTIPLE 

Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



